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Dear Members, Supporters, and Friends,

Thank you for your support in 2020. We truly could not have done it without the Conservancy
community’s flexibility and resilience last year. A month after kicking off our event calendar
with a February Winter Duck Walk, we found ourselves postponing the annual meeting and,
eventually, many other events. When the parks re-opened May 1, we joined the citywide effort
to adapt to new conditions, putting up pandemic-safety signs in both parks and urging people
to be safe. Fortunately, we were able to host some socially distant events and to accomplish
many of our goals, albeit in new ways.

As the seasons unfolded, more people than ever before found their way to Blackstone
Boulevard and Blackstone Park to exercise, to enjoy a restorative moment in nature, to safely
share time with others, or all three. We were gratified to hear many stories of appreciation from
you for these green spaces. Increased use brought some challenges - wear and tear on paths,
occasional crowding issues, a significant increase in trash and litter.

The Conservancy made progress on these and other challenges thanks to many dedicated
volunteers, our partners in the Parks Department, and generous financial support from our
donors. Highlights include finding ways to carry on with family-friendly programs, holding a
record 17 park-keeping work events, moving forward on improvement plans for both parks
with our partners in the Parks Department, and receiving generous grants from two families
that helped us plan for larger Boulevard and Park projects in 2021. A more detailed update on
our activities is found on the next page.

We are deeply grateful for your support and hope you continue to join us in protecting and
caring for the parks.

With best wishes,

Connce Shnde P ERe

Carrie Drake Jane Peterson
President President Emerita

P.S. We are regretfully postponing our annual meeting until it's safer to gather. For now, we
hope you enjoy discovering or re-discovering unique places in both parks: on page 4 you'll find
a seasonal scavenger hunt with some ideas for getting started.



Projects and Progress in 2020

Blackstone Boulevard

e  Contracted workers planted ten new
trees, and mulched young trees and
gardens.

e We hired GroundworkRI to water
young trees, adding 8 extra waterings
during the extreme drought.

e A committed volunteer revitalized the
Boulevard's southernmost garden,
adding native plants and watering by

hand. The Witherby statue garden was

spruced up and replanted.

e Dedicated volunteers picked up litter
daily.

e  Although Boulevard concerts were
cancelled, musicians hired for the
Boulevard concerts were partially paid
to offset pandemic-related income
loss.

e We helped the Parks Department with
plans for fixing a section of the path.

Blackstone Park Conservation District

e We hosted "Art and Exploration”
family events, with new safety

protocols, every month except
March, April and May.

Energetic volunteers worked at 17
socially distanced Park-Keeping
events, combating invasive plants
and erosion.

A group of neighbors joined us to
plan for bluff-edge protection in the
Park.

Several committed individuals worked
daily or weekly picking up litter,
watering, clearing fallen trees, clearing
invasive plants, or fixing trails.

A local artist transformed erosion-
control measures near Loring with
her uplifting Haybale Project.

Grant-funded contractors and
volunteers seeded to improve
habitat and stabilized a steep slope.

We helped plan and execute
outreach on the Parks Department's
2021 project to replace the snow
fences, add informational signage,
and further mitigate erosion.

With the Parks Department, a new
mulch-mowing effort was launched
along Loring Avenue, using
chopped fallen leaves as natural soil
enhancers.



BLACKSTONE PARKS CONSERVANCY

P.O. Box 603141, Providence, Rl 02906
Annual Financial Report, FY 2020

Assets January 1, 2020 29,022

Income
Contributions 49,314
Membership 43,814
Concerts 3,000
Benches, trees, special projects 2,500
Grants 26,212
Other 115
Total Income 75,641

Expenses
Administrative (13,730)

Contract work (8,536)
IT, printing, mail, signage (4,384)
Licenses (810)
Blackstone Park Conservation District (9,861
Blackstone Boulevard (7,208
Events (1,426
Miscellaneous (52

Total Expenses (32,749)
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Net Result 42,892

Assets December 31, 2020 71,914




ek  SCAVENGER HUNT

PARKS CONSERVANCY

Watch a bird soar over the Seekonk River

Find a carved mushroom along the
Blackstone Boulevard path

Follow the animal footprints along River Drive

Take a seat at the Trolley Shelter

Wave hello to The Spirit of Youth (the
statue of a young girl) on the Blackstone
Boulevard path

Find the Haybale Art Project in the Park’s
north section

Look for turtles in York Pond

BONVS

Find the brass Works Progress Administration
plaque at the base of a hill




Thank you

Our heartfelt gratitude goes to the many individuals who gave advice, grants, and time to the
Blackstone Parks Conservancy in 2020. We are also deeply indebted to our many generous

members, who are acknowledged by letter and online.

April Alix

Gale Aronson

Audubon Society of Rl

Dan Berard

Ruth Berensen

Boulevard Tree Sponsors

Sara Bradford

Brian Byrnes

Caitlin Chaffee, Coastal Resources
Management Council (CRMC)

Alison Chaltas

Jonah Cohen and Troop 28, PVD

Don Cordner *

Carol Delaney

Harold Doran

Peggy Edwards

Senator Gayle Goldin

Sally Godfrey

Melissa Guillet

Tatiana Holway

Brian Johnson, BKJ Productions

Rich Lang

Karen Longeteig*

Brad Marston

Moses Brown School

Narragansett Boat Club

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Senator Donna Nesselbush

Wendy Nilsson, Supt. of Providence Parks

Park-Keepers

Partnership for Providence Parks

Providence Dept. of Parks & Recreation

Suzanne Renfro*

Steve Ricci, Groundwork Providence

Rhody Native

Rl Dept. of Environmental Management (DEM)

RI Dept. of Public Works (DPW)
Rl Dept. of Transportation (DOT)
RI Wild Plant Society

Save The Bay

Bob Segal

Pamela Steager

Doug Still, City Forester

Swan Point Cemetery

Phil West

*BPC Committee members

Blackstone Parks Conservancy
Officers and Trustees

Carrie Drake, President

Jane Peterson, President Emerita
Deming Sherman, Treasurer

Amy Zinsser, Secretary

Rick Richards, Education Comm. Chair
Colgate Searle, Boulevard Comm. Chair
Margaret Brookner

Allison Bryant

Jonathan Ford

Martha Fraenkel

Anthony Hollingshead

Jennifer MclLean

Robert Murphy

Ken Orenstein

Jeff Williams



Lifetime Members, $1,000 or more
Joseph A. Chazan

Carrie Drake

Anthony Hollingshead

Michael Kosiver

MEE Foundation

Mary P Oenslager Foundation Fund
Kevin and Amy Orth

Rick Richards

Rosalyn Sinclair

Jyothi Subramaniam

Sustainers, $500-$999

Kathy Bourque

Jill Davis

Norine Duncan

Eric and Dana Falk

Jonathan Ford and Heather Wright
Patricia A. Fuller

Richard Lang

Karen Jo Lee

Frederick R. Mattis

Lisa and Lawrence Pryor
Jane Dietze and Robin Rains
Peggy and Henry Sharpe
Deming and Jane Sherman
Mary C. Speare

Lee Wesner

Amy Zinsser and Bob Ferreira

Conservationists, $250-$499
Stephanie Avila

lan Barnacle

Thomas Bennett

Rhode Runner

Richard and Sandra Bornstein
Michelle Collie

Joseph Fisler

Martha Fraenkel

Gertrude M. and Seebert J. Goldowsky

Foundation
Sharon and Richard Jenkins
Susann Mark
Paul and Pamela Lietar
Rebecca Mayer
McCain Family Foundation
Jennifer McLean
Robert T. and Kathy Murphy
Jane S. Nelson
Sarah and Katsu Okuma

Barbara Feibelman and Ken Orenstein

Lori and Fred Polacek
Carl N. Raether

Rick Roessle

Sally and Fred Rotenberg

Amee Simmons
Christine Townsend

Julia Ann Tullis

Mike Watkinson

Erik Wernevi

Jeff Williams

Richard and Mary Worrell
Karl Ziegler

Protectors, $100-$249

The Hon. Edith Ajello

Helen Anthony

Cynthia Battle and Esteban Cardemil
Jennifer M. Becker

Patricia Becker

Jon Bell

Oliver and Martha Bennett
Cynthia Bertozzi

Jeffrey Bodenstab

Alice and Michael Bonitati
William and Judith Braden
Allison Bryant

Renee Chicoine

Joan Cirillo

E. Tito Cohen

Daten B. Cohen

David Cutts

Angel Dean

Maria De Angelis

Kitty Douglas and Mark Sargent
Kenneth R. Dulgarian
Robert and Marilyn Edwards
Amy and Kevin Egolf
Timothy M. Empkie

Jordan Frank

Elizabeth Fussell

Wallace and Leslie Gernt
Ruth and Mark Guyer

Dan and Sharon Hendriksen
Sandra J. Heron

Doug and Denise Hill

Craig Hopkins and Laura Stanton
Michael Isenberg

Janet and Warren Jagger
Barry and Ellen Jagolinzer
Petra Jenkins

Frank and Kathy Kahr
Gabor Keitner

Mary F. Kesson

Harold and Linda Kushner
James and Melissa Long
Karen Longeteig

David Mandelbaum

James Maxwell

Jennifer McClelland

Jack and Sara McConnell
Margaret Megowen

Jennifer Miller

Regina Kuecks Morgan
Adrienne Morris

Douglas and Elizabeth Morse
Jennie Newkirk

Kenneth Nordstrom

William O'Neil

Elizabeth Ochs

Calvin Oyer

Martha Holman Paull

Deborah F. Perlman

Jane and Eric Peterson

Karen Pizzarello

Richard Plotz

Judith Queen

Mercedes Quevedo

Patrick and Anne Quinn
Herbert Rakatansky

John Reeder

William and Suzanne Reeves
Jeanette Riley and Kathleen Torrens
J. Timmons Roberts

John J. Romasco

Bonnie Ryvicker

Jeffrey St. Sauveur and Karen Lustig
Jerrold A. Salmanson

James Sanford

Fred and Geraldine Schiffman
Christopher Schmid

Clarkson Schoettle

Jane Sharp and Charles Rardin
Sophia Shibles

Santina Siena

Don and Estelle Singer

Arun and Barbara Singh

Joan Slafsky

Caldwell Smith and Alice Benedict
Linda Snelling

William Twaddell and Susan Hardy
Joann Watson

Joseph Hoefferle and Sabrina Witherby

Joanna C. Wood
Terry and Connie Worthington

Richard Zienowicz and Kathleen Glassie

Fred Zimmerman
Melvin Zurier

Family, $50-$99

Roy and Judith Aaron

Peter and Susan Allen

Hamilton Allen

James and Susan Allen

Dennis Stark and Robert Amarantes



Jane Arnold

Lorraine Bacalles and Michael Whelan
Donald Baier and Marjorie Mann
Neil and Cheryl Bartholomew
Anne and Lionel Bercovitch
Buzz and Beth Billik

William Binder

Frank Birch

Stanley and Marcia Blacher
Anne Bozzi

Margaret and Edward Brookner
George Calcagni

Roger N. Carlsten

David Cashman

John Coleman

Carol Delaney

Temple Fawcett

Allan and Barbara Feldman
Lance and Lorna Field

Anneke Frazer

Robert R. Garzillo and Kate Wodehouse

Gayle L. Gifford

Sarah Gleason

Katherine and Matt Glendinning
Karen Grant

James and Dorothy Hallan
Roman and Kathyn Hayda
Robert and Laura Howe

Donald and Diana Jackson
Stephen and Judith Jagolinzer
Maureen Johnson

Yan Ju

Boyd P. King

Faith Knowles

Joseph Winn and Elizabeth Laposata
Marjorie Lederer

Scott Levine

Kevin Lohela

Teo and Kay Low

Peter Macdougal

Ronald Markoff and Karen Triedman
Gay Martin

James McKivergan

Charles McNeil

Burleigh and Carol Morton
Philip Mullen

Victor and Lila Neel

Paige Newby and John Henderson
Jack and Patricia Nolan

Nancy Nowak

Joseph O'Hearn

Lawrence Page

Joseph R. Paolino, Jr.

George Papandonatos

Paul and Teresa Pare

Donald and Margherita Pryor
Christina Raposo

Clifford Renshaw

Karen Romer

Philip Russell

Helen Schinazi

Helaine Schupack
Richard Sedano

Deborah Strauss

Beatrice and Robert Swift
Elisa Vele-Tabaddor
William and Donna Templeton
Richard Terek

Susan Triedman

Christine Turgeon

Ryan Wragg

Jimmy and Harriet Wrenn
Jinxuan Zhu

Samuel D. Zurier

Individual, $1-$49
Robert A. Abbatomarco
Virginia M. Adams
Eva Anderson

Lynn Koerbel and Ann Bissett
James Burnham
Kelly Cassani

Sarah Chapin
Margo Chiappinelli
David Chopy
Christina S. Clark
Stephen W. Coon
Donald T. Cordner
Kevin Cunningham
Robin Densten
Jane A. Desforges
Shirley DiMatteo
Alex and Mira Eides
Lynne Ende

Fred J. Franklin
Marilyn Franklin
Maxine Goldin
Kenneth and Leah Hersh
Jana Hesser

Elyse Kaprielian
Jacqueline Ketner
Shana L. Klinger
John Kosterlitz
Robert Landau
Philip Leis

Robert Lev

Ann Lipsitt

Lewis Lipsitt

James Mahoney
Gregory Mallane
Jason Marchetti
Emily Marotti

Saul Martin

William and Carolyn Morgan
Grace Novick
Michael Nulman

Sheela Percelay

Joe and Holly Polhemus
Martha Ragsdale

David Riedel

William and Kristen Rose
Mary Shepard

Adam Sinel

Brett Smiley

Nicholas Sofios

Lora Spalt

Mary K. Staples

Nini Stoddard

Melissa Studzinski
Norma Taylor

Cheryl Teverow

Ann Thorndike

Susan and David Tremblay
Lois Waller

Colleen Zeitz

Michael Zifcak

John Zwetchkenbaum



