
  

 
 
 

April 30, 2026 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
Thank you for making 2025 another full and productive year for 
the Blackstone Parks Conservancy. With your help, and 
alongside our wonderful partners in the Parks Department, we 
worked to create vibrant natural spaces and meaningful 
community experiences, and to strengthen natural ecosystems 
that sustain healthy healthy plants and nurture wildlife. These 
goals are captured in the Conservancy’s vision: Healthy Urban 
Green Space for All.  
 
Here are three main accomplishments in 2025. You can find 
more details below in Progress & Projects. 

ü Our wide-ranging programs in both parks welcomed many familiar faces and newcomers. I 
hope you were able to join us for a concert, a nature-discovery walk in the woods, a new 
view from a boat, an up-close-and-personal tussle with invasive plants, or another outdoor 
event that connected you with nature.  

ü Ongoing projects continued to produce wonderful results. Some literally came to fruition - 
like the Parkside Road pollinator patch, which now hosts songbirds, bees, and butterflies 
while protecting the slope against erosion.  

ü New ideas sprouted. A couple of examples: the new “Boulevard Blockstars” volunteer team 
began refreshing Blackstone Boulevard Park, and a new online newsletter keeps us better 
connected.  

 
Of course, we faced challenges as well. Aging stormwater infrastructure, a changing climate and 
new threats to plants added urgency to our work and created new needs. In response, we became 
more committed than ever to long-term planning and working even more closely with our City and 
community partners. 
 
We also realized that we need more volunteers to keep up with growing challenges, and we started 
expanding our outreach efforts. Please contact us if you would like to pitch in with hands-on work 
or other matters! 
 
I hope you benefitted from the Conservancy’s activities this past year, and that 2026 brings you  
even more enjoyment of these beloved parks. Thank you for being part of this community. Please 
join us at our Annual Meeting on June 17th, at the Trolley Shelter, to celebrate our two parks 
and what we have built together—and stay for the season’s first concert! 
 
Sincerely,  

       
 
Carrie Drake, President    
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Projects and Progress in 2025 
 
Blackstone Boulevard Park 
 
We hosted five Trolley Shelter Summer Concerts featuring an array of musical styles. These drew 
hundreds of attendees for evenings of music, picnicking and dancing. We thank Senator Sam Zurier 
for partial funding via a State Senate Legislative Grant. 

 
We brought back our seasonal Boulevard Monitor to 
keep a watchful eye on trees and other plants and 
coordinate with the watering team. 
 
Young tree watering was more important than ever. A 
summer drought plus regular young-tree needs 
required a record 22 waterings by the nonprofit 
Groundwork Rhode Island, costing over $8000. 
 
Building on last year, Groundwork Rhode Island 
provided special tree care to 80 young and/or 
vulnerable trees. The perimeters were weeded then 
covered with a layer of high-quality mulch to suppress 
weeds and hold moisture. Our Boulevard Monitor 

checked on these trees through the growing season. 
 
We contracted with the nonprofit Garden Time to prune older small trees that had structural issues. 
This significant work should improve their health as well as aesthetics. 
 
Our five beeches were re-evaluated for beech leaf disease, and supplemental care was continued 
from 2024.  
 
Volunteers stepped up!  

Ø Many Boulevard walkers helped with the “Pickup Sticks” project, collecting fallen branches 
that the Parks Department removed for mulching. This helped beautify the Blvd and 
improved mowing safety.  

Ø The new Boulevard Blockstars assessed 
volunteer-appropriate needs, removed 
invasive plants, cleared sightlines, and 
helped run three big group projects with 
Butler Hospital workers from the union 
SEIU1199NE. These projects accomplished 
renovation of the area outside the Butler 
Hospital entrance, removal of large 
overgrown shrubs, and preparation for a 
new pollinator garden. 

Ø Individual volunteers and small teams cared 
for gardens and picked up litter. 

 
Contractors planted six new donated trees 
honoring a loved one or a special event.  
 
After much public engagement the Boulevard Gateway Project’s conceptual design was completed. 
This major redesign of the south end of Blackstone Boulevard will improve stormwater management, 
safety, and park aesthetics. It includes removing excess pavement, re-contouring soil to manage 
water flow, adding plantings and new crosswalks, and redesigning the road. It is supported with funds 
from the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program, Councilwoman Helen Anthony, the City of Providence, 
and the Southeastern New England Program. The next steps will be detailed engineering and 
permitting, and following essential 2026 work by the City on the underground stormwater system, 
moving ahead to bid and construction. 
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Blackstone Park Conservation District 
 

Nature-themed programming by the Education Committee featured year-round events, including the 
MoonRise celebration, RiverRides on the Seekonk, guided nature walks, and birding. With Nature on 
the Move, families explored educational activities and crafts in a popular long-running monthly series. 
 
Concerts in Blackstone Field included Classical 
Indian music and mellow tunes for MoonRise. 
 
Erosion control included volunteer projects to 
stabilize several trails and install straw bales 
along a sensitive bluff edge. 
 
Ecosystem and habitat improvements included 
removing invasive plants, seeding cleared areas, 
and planting new trees and shrubs. In the biggest 
project, an additional 20 trees and shrubs were 
added to ravine reforestation begun in 2024. All 
plantings were monitored and maintained. 
 
We successfully completed the second year of 
our three-year National Resources Conservation Service contract, to remove specific invasive plants 
and re-establish native woody plants.  
 
Beech leaf disease remained a serious concern. We consulted with the Rhode Island Natural History 
Survey and forest experts about this new disease, which is widespread in the Park and has no known 
cure in a forest setting. In some areas with many stricken beeches, oak seedlings were planted and 
protected with temporary fences. 
 
We co-hosted a massive shoreline cleanup with Save The Bay as part of the International Coastal 
Cleanup. Over 60 volunteers organized by Temple Beth-El collected 544 lbs of trash as part of 
a“reverse Tashlich” event.  
 
Hands-on volunteers made all the difference! 

Ø Group projects attracted 266 participants, who collectively worked over 700 hours. Events 
included 16 drop-in “Park-Keeping” work sessions and 9 team building/service days. In 
addition, individuals independently picked up litter or carried out approved projects. 

Ø Many thanks to groups from Moses Brown School, Wheeler School, Stanford University’s 
“Beyond the Farm” program, Paterson Neighbors, Scout Troop #66; Temple Beth-El, 
Congregation Beth-Sholom, and University of RI Hillel. 
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Outreach 
 
A new e-newsletter launched mid-2025 brings current activities and issues to our members and friends, 
approximately monthly. 
 
We co-hosted a public lecture in partnership with Audubon Society of Rhode Island. Dr. Charles 
Clarkson presented the dangers of pesticides, and discussed how East Side residents can have positive 
impacts on the important migratory bird corridor that runs along the Seekonk River. 
 
Outreach to newcomers included staffing a community-group table at the Lippitt Park Farmer’s 
Market in June and September. 
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Thank you
 
Our heartfelt gratitude goes to the many individuals and organizations who gave advice, grants, 
and time to the Blackstone Parks Conservancy in 2025. We are also deeply indebted to our many 
generous members, listed in subsequent pages. 

 
Ajit Acharya 
SueAnderbois, City Council 
Helen Anthony, City Council 
Robertico Arias 
Audubon Society of RI 
Dan Berard 
Boulevard Blockstars 
Boulevard Tree Sponsors 
Lt. William Brown, Providence Police 
Butler Hospital workers SEIU1199NE 
Sharon Carpentier 
Joe Cavallaro 
Paul Cavanaugh 
Classical High School Jazz and Rock Band 
Congregation Beth Sholom 
Don Cordner * 
Sam Daganhardt, City Forester 
Jill Davidson, City Council 
Harold Doran 
Peggy Edwards 
Michelle Farias 
Wenley Ferguson 
Greg Gerritt 
Rabbi Emily Goldberg 
John Goncalves, City Council 
Melissa Guillet, 15 Minute Field Trips 
Anthony Hollingshead 
Horsley Witten Group 
Brian Johnson, BKJ Productions 
Wendy Klein 
Kate Lacouture, Garden Time 
Petros Linardos 
The Lincoln School 
Karen Longeteig* 
Sgt. Michael Martinous, Providence Police 
Matunuck Wind 
Helene Miller, Partnership for Prov. Parks 
Miss Wensday's Vintage Jazz Band 
William Monahan 
Moses Brown School 
Narragansett Bay Estuary Program 
Narragansett Boat Club 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Rabbi Preston Neimeiser 
Nickel Jukebox 
Wendy Nilsson, Supt. of Providence Parks 
Park-Keepers 
Partnership for Providence Parks 
Paterson Street Neighbors 
Marjorie Powning 
Prov. Community Library Special Collections 
Providence Dept. of Parks & Recreation 

Providence Dept. of Planning 
Providence Dept. of Public Works 
Alan Raskin 
Srinivas Reddy 
Steve Ricci, Groundwork RI 
Amelia Rose, Groundwork RI 
Save The Bay 
Scout Troop 66 
Bob Segal 
Skyscrapers Inc 
SNEP Network 
Stanford U "Back to the Farm" Program 
Stone Cold Gypsies 
Swan Point Cemetery 
Rick Taylor 
Temple Beth-El 
Temple Emanu-El 
Mike Turgeon and Quanata LLC 
URI, Hillel Center 
The Wheeler School 
Joseph Wojtanowski  
The Hon. Sam  Zurier, RI Senate 
 
*BPC Committee members 
 

 
Blackstone Parks Conservancy 
Officers and Trustees 2025 
 
Carrie Drake, President 
Jane Peterson, President Emerita 
Deming Sherman, Treasurer 
Martha Fraenkel, Secretary 
Rick Richards, Education Comm. Chair 
Colgate Searle, Boulevard Comm. Chair 
Stephen Blough 
Margaret Brookner 
Allison Bryant 
Jonathan Ford 
Anthony Hollingshead 
Ken Orenstein 
Jeff Walsh 
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Members
 
We are very grateful to our members who contributed between January 1st and 
December 31st, 2025. 
 
Lifetime Members, $1,000 and above 
Jill Davis 
Kevin and Amy Orth 
Porter-Braden Fund 
Rick Richards 
Frederick Roses and Deidre Brown 
Colgate Searle 
Joseph and Rosalyn Sinclair Foundation 
Shivan and Jyothi Subramaniam 
Richard and Mary Worrell 
 

 
 
Sustainers, $500-$999 
Julie Armada 
Gale Aronson 
Stephanie Avila 
Joan Cirillo 
Karen Davie and Garrison Hull 
Jillian Denney 
Carrie Drake 
Jonathan Ford and Heather Wright 
Karen and Michael Isenberg Fund 
Ellen Jagolinzer 
Frederick R. Mattis 
Ken Orenstein and Barbara Feibelman 
Polacek Fund 
Lisa and Lawrence Pryor 
Carl N. Raether 
Richter Charitable Fund 

Craig Rubens 
Lisa and Lee Wesner 
Amy Zinsser and Bob Ferreira 
Conservationists, $250-$499 
Abrams Bell Foundation 
Oliver and Martha Bennett 
Barbara Burek and Mark Toher 
Dana Falk 
David and Suzanne Francis 
Jordan Frank Family 
Ira S. and Anna Galkin Charitable Trust 
Gertrude and Seebert Goldowsky Foundation 
Hilger Family Fund 
Deborah Kelley 
Koffler-Bornstein Family Foundation 
Ruth Landow 
Marie Langlois and John Loerke 
Peter MacKenzie 
Susann Mark 
McCain Family Foundation 
James McKivergan 
Jennifer McLean 
Grady and Miller Family Charitable Fund 
Jane and Eric Peterson 
Jane Dietze and Robin Rains 
William and Suzanne Reeves 
Rhode Runner 
Rick Roessle 
Tyler Ruggles 
Deming and Jane Sherman 
Linda Snelling 
Christine Townsend 
Jeff Walsh 
Dianne Witman 
Karin Wulf and Christopher Grasso 
 
Protectors, $100-$249 
Roy and Judith Aaron 
Dinaz Adenwalla 
Susan Allen 
John Amaral 
Julie Andrews 
Jane and Robert Arnold 
Baobab Fund, Jewish Federation Foundation of RI 
Jillian Beveridge 
Jonathan Bittner 
Stephen Blough 
Jeffrey Bodenstab 
Cynthia Braca 
Allison Bryant 
Renee Chicoine 
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Robert Chisholm 
Christina S. Clark 
Daten B. Cohen 
Stephen W. Coon 
Donald Cordner and Jean Cavanaugh 
David Cutts 
Maria De Angelis 
Ann and Jeff Diehl 
Thomas DiSanto 
Norine Duncan 
Robert and Marilyn Edwards 
Alex and Mira Eides 
Gail Higgins Fogarty 
Elizabeth Fradin 
James Frutchey 
Elizabeth Fussell 
Ann Gallagher 
Robert Garzillo and Kate Wodehouse 
Wallace and Leslie Gernt 
Thomas Getz and Margaret Finn 
Mark and Ruth Guyer 
Roman and Kathryn Hayda  
Dan and Sharon Hendriksen 
Robin Hoffmann 
Anthony Hollingshead 
Laura and Robert Howe 
Nicholas Jacques 
Janet and Warren Jagger 
Sharon Jenkins 
Maureen Johnson 
Elizabeth Keliher 
Mary F. Kesson 
Boyd P. King 
Philip Leis  
Paul and Pamela Lietar 
Karen Longeteig 
Katarina Lukacsy 
Manville Trust 
Charles McNeil and Sharon Lee 
Regina Kuecks Morgan 
Elizabeth Morse 
Robert T. and Kathy Murphy 
Eugenie Najjar 
Jennie Newkirk 
Kenneth Nordstrom 
Vera Old 
Lianne Paolino 
Deborah F. Perlman 
Karen Pizzarello 
Dianne Riley 
J. Timmons Roberts and Holly Flood 
John J. Romasco 
Thomas and Audrey Ross 
James Sanford 
Thibaut Schilt 
Helen Schinazi 
Christopher Schmid 
Raether-Schoettle Charitable Fund 
Bob Segal 

Andrew Seiden 
Jane Sharp and Charles Rardin 
Adam Sinel 
Estelle Singer 
Brett Smiley 
T. Christine Stevens 
Dean N Temkin 
Jonathan Thomas 
William Twaddell 
Anastasia Vrachnos 
Joseph Winn 
Ned Wolf 
Terry and Connie Worthington 
Jimmy Wrenn 
Karl Ziegler 
 

 
 
Family, $50-$99 
John Adams and Laura Magan 
Peter Allen 
Patricia Becker 
Alice Benedict 
Anne and Lionel Bercovitch 
Abby Berkelhammer 
Frank Birch 
Ellen Brookman 
Kevin Cunningham 
Cornelis and Kathryn de Boer 
Dr. Franklin DePeters 
Charles Elder 
Shriram Krishnamurthi 
Amy Forro 
Gayle L. Gifford 
Sarah Gleason 
Bruno and Joan Graizzaro 
James Hallan  
Leah and Kenneth Hersh 
Elaine and Donald Kallio 
Gabor Keitner 
Faith Knowles 
Linda Kushner 
Roberta and Steven Lasser 
Marjorie Lederer 
Karen Jo Lee 
Lucy A. Lepreau 
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Charles Mahoney and Nancy Evans Lloyd 
Brad and Marcie Marston 
Carie and Eugene McGrane 
Alan Metnick 
Lydia Misch 
Carol and Burleigh Morton 
Jane S. Nelson 
John Nolan 
Robin Nyzio 
Susan Olson 
Judith Queen 
John and Jane Reeder 
Bonnie Ryvicker 
Richard Sedano 
Mary Shepard 
Brian and Taylor Strachan 
Beatrice and Robert Swift 
Norma Taylor 
William and Donna Templeton 
Richard Terek 
Cheryl Greenfeld Teverow Family Fund 
Susan Tremblay 
Susan Triedman 
Elisa Vele 
Alexander White 
Janet Wing 
The Hon. Samuel and Mrs. Lauren Zurier 
 
Individual, $1-$49 
John C Adams 
Ian Barnacle 
Octavio Brito 
Chelsea Bryant 
James Burnham 
David Cashman 
Margo Chiappinelli 
David Chopy 
Lisa Dow 
Lynne Ende 
Lois Finkel 
Marilyn Franklin 
Robyn Furman 
Kathleen Hague 
Janet Harris 
Pamela House 
Petra Jenkins 
Berit Kosterlitz 
Robert Lev 
Emily Marotti 
Saul Martin 

Carolyn and William Morgan 
Preston Neimeiser 
Grace Novick 
Michael Nulman 
William O'Neil 
Lawrence Page 
Michael Radz 
Clifford Renshaw 
Barbara Riter 
Karen Romer 
Juliet Rotenberg 
Kathleen Rourke 
David Shapiro-Zysk 
Lora Spalt 
Herrick Spencer 
Nini Stoddard 
Cynthia Sutton 
Scott Turner 
Colleen Zeitz 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


